242      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From S. H. Gay to General Butter
Office of ihe " Tribune" Nmw YOBK, Oct. 8th, 1864
DEAB SIB: Notwithstanding I know that you must be a good deal troubled with representations of the peculiar hardships of individual cases among the prisoners held by the Rebels, I send you the enclosed copies of two letters to which I beg your special attention. Mr. Brown, naturally enough, believes himself greatly aggrieved, but how unjustly, so far as I am concerned, my pertinacity with you in regard to Mr. Richardson and himself, will bear me witness. I have preferred rather that you should consider me a bore than that I should not be able to say to them and their friends I have done all that I could. And now will you not consider me presuming in adding a word upon another subject?
Major General Butler
I have several times been asked, within the last year, to state to you that stories injurious to your reputation are busily circulated here in relation to certain transactions in New Orleans. One in relation to some plate, another to a box of gold, it is quite unnecessary that I should enter into details, as you know to what I refer, have been most used to your injury.
You, perhaps, have been led to expect a letter of inquiry from me. I, at all events, have been led to believe by those who ought to know that you would prefer to have an explanation asked, but you might avail yourself of an opportunity to crush the slander, unearth those who by its private circulations are taking the surest way of injuring your reputation. If I am wrong in this, or have been misled, I shall deeply regret having taken what may seem an unwarrantable liberty. If otherwise, I have only to assure you that the columns of the Tribune are open to you to make any explanation you see fit, in reply to an inquiry in a private letter as to the real history of those slanders against you.
You have, no doubt, received assurances enough of the good done by your recently published letter. Permit me to add my testimony to the rest that nothing that has been said has so clearly set forth the present situation of affairs, nothing has so encouraged the faint-hearted and doubting, and no one thing has so added to the enthusiasm and courage of the country. It was the right word spoken at the right time. I am, With great respect, Your obdt. Servant, S. H. GAT